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What is “The Cloud”?



“A model for enabling ubiquitous, convenient, on-demand 
network access to a shared pool of configurable computing 
resources (e.g., networks, servers, storage, applications, and 
services) that can be rapidly provisioned with minimal effort 
(by either users or provider).”

- NIST

Whut?
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Cloud Computing Model: “... as a Service”

Infrastructure

Platform

Software

PaaS

IaaS

SaaS



Yeah, but what does that mean?
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Efficient and Cheap

Measured Service - Only pay for what you 
actually use, like a utility  



Automatic Redundancy
Systems designed to provide encrypted, global redundancy 
by default - eliminating “backups” and “failover systems”



Elastic and Unlimited 
Quickly and easily scale up as needed, 
appearing as an infinite resource 



 Project Everest
Campaign City Ideas

Project Everest
Campaign City Ideas

Universal Collaboration
Multiple users can simultaneously edit the same file 
at the same time, regardless of device or platform 



The Cloud is Not...

● Hype
● A single entity or place (e.g. www.cloud.com)
● An “all or nothing” solution
● Inherently less secure
● Complicated*

*...unless you really want it to be



Really?

● Why Google?
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For the past 18 years, Google has been building out the fastest, most 
powerful, highest quality computing infrastructure on the planet.



Really?

● Why Google?
● Is it truly 

Secure?







Really?

● Why Google?
● Is it truly 

Secure?
● Giving up 

control & 
ownership?





Let’s hear from the real experts...



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku5oxCdemaQ

