How to Clean Buckets Properly

Flowers should be removed from boxes and processed immediately upon arrival. If the processing must be delayed, even for a few hours, it is best to place the boxes into the cooler. Teach your employees how to: 
· Clean and disinfect buckets as described below.
· Use clean, cold water. Do not reuse water. Do not use a water softener.
· Place cold water and commercial flower food in buckets (approximately 3-4 inches deep).
· Open flower boxes and inspect flowers for insects and diseases. 
· Use clean, disinfected clippers/cutters.
· Cut approximately 1-1 ½ inches from each stem unless using a formulation that does not require cutting.
· Remove leaves that will be underwater.
· Place flowers into prepared buckets.
· Move flower buckets promptly to coolers. 

