
THE CHILL FACTOR 
By Bruce Wright
Most florists tend to store Christmas greens in the boxes they come in, recutting and processing branches and stems in batches as they are needed. This practice gives rise to concern about boxes of evergreens serving as a concentrated source of ethylene. 

With the exceptions noted (Douglas fir, holly), however, Christmas greens are not particularly strong ethylene producers. Ideally, they should be kept in the cooler — even if that means keeping them in the same cooler with your cut flowers. At holiday time, of course, you will surely have your cooler operating at optimal capacity in terms of air circulation and anti-ethylene technology. 

Once they have been recut, hydrated, and placed into any kind of floral design, Christmas greens should be sprayed with an antitranspirant for the longest possible decorative life. 








